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01-208 September 10, 2001 
For Immediate Release: 
EAST CENTRAL ILLINOIS FAMILY DONATES $2 MILLION FOR WELCOME CENTER 
CHARLESTON - Thanks to the generosity of Burnham and Nancy Neal of 
Mattoon and Rosemary Neal of Toledo (Burnham's sister), the Neal Welcome Center 
will be built at the corner of Lincoln Avenue and Douglas Drive on the west side of 
Charleston and will serve as the new home of the Eastern Illinois University Foundation. 
The east central Illinois family's vision of building a welcome center spans 10 
years and represents three gifts totaling $2 million, which will fund the purchase of land 
and construction of the 7,000-plus square-foot, two-story facility, which is being 
designed by Hance, Utz and Associates of Mattoon. 
The building will sit at an angle facing northwest toward the major road leading 
into Charleston and will be located one mile from the EIU campus. 
Burnham Neal is the founder of Neal Tire and Battery stores located throughout 
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the Midwest. Although the Neals are not EIU alumni, they have been "affectionate" 
supporters of Eastern for many years. 
"That is part of the charm of this gift," said Foundation consultant Steve Falk 
during the Foundation's annual meeting Friday where the Neal's gift was announced 
and plans unveiled for the new welcome center. "It is pure altruism." 
Burnham Neal has served on the EIU Foundation Board of Directors and its 
Finance Committee and is the Foundation's 2001 "Outstanding Philanthropist." 
Although the building will serve as the new home of the EIU Foundation, it will 
not be used exclusively by the Foundation. It is envisioned that a representative from 
the EIU admissions office also be housed there to help host visitors. 
"It will be visible and easy for visitors and prospective students to get information 
about EIU," said Jon Laible, Foundation executive officer. 
Features of the building, which has been designed to capture the "character and 
flavor" of the architecture found on the EIU campus, include a two-story atrium, 
elevator, meeting room, library, conference room named after H Ogden Brainard (a 
1925 Eastern graduate and the first Foundation director), administrative offices, 
courtyard for entertaining and basement. There will also be ample parking for visitors 
who will be offered transportation to the EIU campus. 
The center will be more accessible to Foundation members than the Brainard 
House on Fourth Street near the EIU campus where Foundation operations are 
currently held. 
It is hoped that construction of the Neal Welcome Center can begin this fall, with 
an anticipated completion date of next summer. 
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